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ficial is the barrier between medicine and surgery than uterine 
disease^ as illuminated by modern research. In their earlier 
stage^ and in their simpler forms^ they are medical^ and fall 
all but necessarily imder the eye of the physician ; but, in their 
later stage^ and in their more aggravated form^ they are essen- 
tially surgical. No medical practitioner, therefore, who is not 
at the same time a sound physician and a good practical sur- 
geon, is competent successfully to struggle with the difficulties 
which have to be encountered in their treatment. 



80 THE DISPLACEMENT THEORY. 

cases of anteversion and retroversion in which it really would 
be desirable to straighten the uterus by mechanical means, the 
intra-uterine pessary, when borne, is of but little, if of any use, 
as the displacement usually returns as soon as it is extracted; 
and that in complete prolapsus, vulvar bandages aflford the 
support the easiest borne, and the most efficacious ; combined 
occasionally with an abdominal bandage, with a view to take 
off intestinal pressure. 
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